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Research Analysis      Due:   Thursday, November 15, 2019 

 
On November 15, each student will be responsible for turning in five different source analysis sheets {see descriptions 
below} (3 primary sources, 2 secondary sources).  Research analysis sheets should be typed, single-spaced.  For each 
individual source, the length when complete should be in the 1-2 page range.  For each source, provide: 
 
A. Full, correct bibliographic citation (annotations not necessary). 
B. Analysis questions based on the type of document that you have (see questions below and on reverse side of paper).  
If you have a source that does not fit into these categories, please see me to discuss). 
C. A set of 5 quotations, observations, analysis, or key facts that you have pulled out of this document to potentially use 
in your final product.  Use quotation marks and cite page numbers as appropriate. 
 
PRIMARY SOURCES: 
Written document analysis  

1. What type of document is it?  Newspaper, letter, memorandum, telegram, press release, report, advertisement, 
congressional record, government report, other 

2. What unique physical qualities are present?  Letterhead, seals, notations, typed, handwritten, other  
3. Is the document dated?  If not, how can you tell it is a primary source? 
4. Who created the document?  Name, position 
5. For whom was the document written/created?   
6. Why was the document written/created?  Cite the evidence by quoting from the document. 
7. List and discuss three or four things the author said that you think are important. 
8. Are there questions left unanswered by the document?  What would you ask the author if you had the chance? 
9. How will you use this document as part of your History Day project? 

 
Photograph analysis 

1. Study the photograph.  For an overall impression of the photography and examine individual items.  Divide the 
photo into quadrants to see what details become visible.  Discuss the people, objects, and activities in the 
photo. 

2. Based on what you have observed, discuss three or four things you might infer from the photograph. 
3. Is the photo dated?  Who took the photo? 
4. Are there questions left unanswered by the photography?  What would you as the photographer if you had the 

chance? 
5. How will you use this photograph as part of your History Day project? 

 
Poster analysis 

1. Discuss the subject of the poster and the situation it concerns. 
2. What colors are used in the poster?  What symbols, if any, are used?  Are they clear?  Memorable? Dramatic? 
3. Are the messages in the poster primarily visual, verbal, or both? 
4. Who do you think is the intended audience for the poster?  What is the poster’s purpose? 
5. Is this poster effective?  Why or why not? 
6. How will you use this poster as part of your History Day project? 
7. Include a proper bibliographical entry for your poster. 

 
Cartoon analysis 

1. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.  Name the objects or people seen. 
2. Is there a caption or title?  Are there any important dates in the cartoon? 
3. Is the cartoon signed?  Who is the cartoonist?  Do you know anything about the cartoonist? 
4. What type of symbolism is used in the cartoon?  Is the symbolism significant? 
5. Are there words or phrases in the cartoon that are significant? 
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6. What is the message of the cartoon?  What special interest groups would agree or disagree with the cartoon’s 

message? 
7. Is the cartoon effective?  Why or why not? 
8. How will you use this cartoon as part of your History Day project? 
 

Map analysis 
1. What type of map is it?  Political, topographic, weather, military, satellite photo, natural resource, other 
2. What qualities are present in the map?  Date, scale, title, legend, notations, mapmaker’s name 
3. What is the date of the map?  Why is it a primary source? 
4. Where was the map produced? 
5. What information does the map convey?  Why is that information important?   
6. Why do you think the map was drawn?  What evidence do you have? 
7. How does the information in this map support or contradict the information that you have already read about 

the event?  Explain. 
8. What information is left unanswered by the map?  What would you ask the mapmaker if you had the chance? 
9. How will you use this map as part of your History Day project? 

 
Sound Recording analysis 

1. What type of sound recording is this?  Policy speech, congressional testimony, news report, interview, 
entertainment broadcast, press conference, campaign speech, court argument, other 

2. What are the unique physical qualities of the recording? 
3. What is the date of the recording?  What is your evidence? 
4. What is the mood or tone? 
5. What are the important points that are made during the recording? 
6. Why do you think the original broadcast was made and for what audience?  What is your evidence? 
7. What information do you gain about the event that would not be available by a written transcript?  Explain. 
8. What information is left unanswered by the recording?  What would you ask if you had the chance? 
9. How will you use this recording as part of your History Day project? 

 
SECONDARY SOURCES 
Written document sources  

1. What type of source is it?  Book, article, website, interview, current newspaper article, other 
2. What is the overall thesis or point of view of the author / creator? 
3. When was the document created?   
4. Who created the document?  Name, position 
5. For whom was the document written/created?   
6. Why was the document written/created?  Cite the evidence by quoting from the document. 
7. List and discuss three or four points the author said that you think are important. 
8. Are there questions left unanswered by the document?  What would you ask the author if you had the chance? 
9. How will you use this document as part of your History Day project? 

Documentary / Multimedia Sources 
1. What type of source is it?  Documentary, streaming video, other 
2. What is the overall thesis or point of view of the author / creator? 
3. When was the source created?   
4. Who created the source?  Name, position 
5. How do you know that the source is authentic and accurate? 
6. Why was the source created?   
7. List three or four points the creator said that you think are important. 
8. Are there questions left unanswered by the source?  What would you ask the creator if you had the chance? 
9. How will you use this document as part of your History Day project? 
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